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NORTH AMERICA 

California, its History and Romance. By John S. McGroarty. 3q3 pp. 
Ills., index, appendices. Grafton Publishing Co., Los Angeles, 1911. $3.50. 

We fear that the purpose of this volume is to become a part of the world's 
fair which is projected for the Pacific Coast upon the completion of the Panama 
Canal ; otherwise it would be difficult to account for the odd mixture of enthusi- 
astic description and somewhat arid statistics. For those to whom access is 
not convenient to the work of Hittell and Bancroft this volume offers a narra- 
tive of the history of California down to the time of the great discovery of 
gold and the creation of the State. The author devotes considerable attention 
to the Bear Flag Republic, an act of undisciplined sovereignty which in Cali- 
fornia tradition is vested with a halo of romance not wholly borne out by the 
sober facts of pioneer roughness. It is usual, and really pardonable, for Cali- 
fornians to overwrite when their theme is their Golden State. 

William Churchill. 

The Conquest of the Cceur d'Alenes, Spokanes and Palouses. The 

Expeditions of Colonels E. J. Steptoe and George Wright against the " Northern 
Indians" in 1858. By B. F. Manring. 280 pp. Ills. John W. Graham & 
Co., Spokane, Wash. $1.25. 8 x s'A- 

This is a detailed account of one of the many romances that make the 
history of early days in our West. The scene is in the neighborhood of Fort 
Walla Walla and the year was 1858 when the far west was in a turmoil. The 
main theme centers around the expeditions of Col. Steptoe and Col. Wright 
into the country of the Cceur D'Alenes, Spokanes and Palouses. The early 
chapters relate the story of the march of Steptoe to the north to quell the 
excitement among the Palouse and Spokane Indians and to offer protection to 
the scattered population. The engagement of his command with the Indians 
at Tohotonimme, the withdrawal of the forces to "Steptoe Butte" and the retreat 
during the night are told with little color and presumably wih great accuracy. 
Upon Steptoe's return, it was deemed necessary to subjugate the northern Indian 
tribes, and Col. Wright was despatched for this purpose. The last part of 
the book is an account of his expedition and its successful issue. At the end 
of the volume are biographies of Col. Steptoe, Capt. O. H. P. Taylor and Lieut. 
William Gaston, the two last being officers who were killed in the Steptoe 
expedition. 

While the book records interesting events in Indian warfare, it is not pre- 
sented interestingly. The story has been gleaned from correspondence between 
headquarters and the field staff and from official records of Indian treaties. 
Many of the letters are copied verbatim and the reader, to get the story, has 
to read a large amount of official correspondence. Robert M. Brown. 
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